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Letters, 1848-9.                                     !
i To Aubrey de  Vere (after a visit to                     V
Scotland in 1848).
CHELTENHAM, Oct. MY DEAR AUBREY,
I have just now on my return to Cheltenham got two letters from you, for I am one, as you know, who ? wander to and fro for months careless of P. O. and correspondences. I am grieved to have occasioned you so much trouble about the article, but let it pass, excuses will not mend it: neither will I mention the money1 troubles I have had, for they are dead and buried, tho' you bribe with your " great piece of news," which I take it must mean that you are going to be married ! is it so ? if so, joy to you. I am glad that you have thought of me at Kilkee by the great deeps. The sea is my delight, tho' Mr Chretien in the Christian Examiner says that I have no power upon him and always represent him dead asleep. I have seen many fine things in Scotland, and many fine things did I miss seeing, rolled up as they were tenfold in Scotch mists. Loch Awe too, which you call the finest, I saw. It is certainly very grand, tho' the pass disappointed me. I thought of Wordsworth's lines there, and, approving much, disapproved of much in them. What can be worse than to say to old Kilchurn Castle,
"Take then thy seat, vicegerent unreproved>??
Surely, master Aubrey, that is puffed and false. I steamed from Oban to Skye, a splendid voyage, for the whole day, with the exception of three hours in the
1 His friends tried to persuade him to write popular short poems in magazines, but, however poor he might be, he never could or would write a line for money offered.